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to do what lie liked with his own, and it probably
never occurred to him that he was under any moral obligation to go beyond the law. But I do think that the Taw would have been more just, and better for the interests of the community, if it had made some portion of this unearned increment of 7,000?. a year liable for a contribution towards the sanitary and other objects essential for the decent existence of the town which had grown up on this property and given it this increased value, I cannot help thinking that centuries of landlord legislation, and of a public opinion based mainly on that of the wealthy and specially of the landed classes, have made our laws in many respects too favourable to the predominant interests, and that the swing of the pendulum now is5 and properly is, in the direction of recognising the duties as well as the rights of property.
We must take care, however, not to let it swing too far in this direction, for of the two evils it is better to put up with occasional cases of hardship and oppression on the part of bad landlords than to endanger the security of property by reforms pushed to extremes at the dictation of impulsive masses, designing demagogues, or sentimental philanthropists.
Herbert Spencer, in his works on Sociology, often dwells with great force on the evils which arise from State interference. There can be no doubt that it is very undesirable that the State should become a sort of Jack-of-all-trades, and undertake branches of business which ^xPbe conducted by private enterprise. It is undesirable for two reasons : first, because the work is certain to cost more and be worse* done ; secondly, for the still mare important reason that it tends to extinguish individual enterprise, strangle progress with red*